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Washington, DC WebQuest 

Directions: On this WebQuest you will need to locate at least one piece of information from several different 

locations on a journey to and around Washington, DC. All of the links that you need can be found on the 

appropriate WebQuest at www.joehistory.net. The quotation marks signify clues along the way. 

 

1. You are about to depart on a WebQuest of Washington, DC. You will be traveling by train from Toledo, 

Ohio to our nation’s capital. But before you begin any great journey, you should always begin with a great 

meal. Head to the world famous Toledo restaurant that was that favorite hangout of M*A*S*H’s Corporal 

Klinger. What items do you get when you order Classic Combo #7? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. You will use Amtrak to travel from Station Building in Toledo, Ohio to Union Station in Washington, DC.  

Plan on a ticket for 1 from Toledo, Ohio to Washington-Union Station. Departure time is 11:00 PM on June 

16. How much will it cost you and when will you arrive? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. It’s time for lunch when you arrive at Union Station in Washington. You head to the Food Court for a 

“quick bite” lunch for less than $10.00. What hours is Potbelly Sandwiches open on a Monday? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Your first stop will be the nearby U.S. Supreme Court Building. When you arrive, make sure to check the 

“Visitor’s Guide to the Supreme Court” under “Visiting the Court”. What two statues great you at the front 

stairway of the building? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. From here, it’s  quick walk to the Library of Congress where Ben Gate’s found the “Book of Secrets” in 

National Treasure 2. Research the “History of the Library” while you are there. Which president’s personal 

collection of books provided the starting foundation for the library? How much was he paid and how many 

books did he have? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Now it’s time to use the Washington, DC Metro. (One of the best subway systems in America!) When you 

find their website, use the “Trip Planner” under “Rider Tools” to plan a trip from the Library of Congress 

to Fords Theater. Use “Rail Only”. How much does the trip cost and long does it take? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. If you need water or souvenirs, check out the gift shops across the street from Fords Theater, Best 

prices and sections in town (just like the figurines on Mr. Foster’s desk). At Fords Theater, find 

out what time the performance of Violet is scheduled to begin on Feb. 14, 2014.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.joehistory.net/
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8. Now it’s time for the White House. Use links for “The White House” and “Art & Décor” to find 

out what room has had 5 presidential daughters get married in it. Name the room and the last daughter to 

get married.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Just across the street from the White House you will find another residence at the President’s disposal: the 

Blair House. Using the “Guestbook”, when did Queen Elizabeth II stay here? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. You found many statues in the area known as The President’s Park. By using “history & Culture” & 

“Places”, research the statue for Rochambeau. What war did he fight in and what country was he from? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. While “Planning your visit” to The President’s Park, look for “Things to Do” and Explore the President’s 

Park’s Northern Trail”, you come across 2 large urns. What are their origins? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Using the same resources, identify 2 unusual past uses for Lafayette Park.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Now it’s off to the National Archives, home such treasures as the original Declaration of Independence and 

Magna Carta. (Also location of the big heist from National Treasure.) In that movie, Ben Gates foolishly 

uses a credit card to purchase a copy of the Declaration of Independence. How much does a “large 

Declaration of Independence on parchment paper” actually cost? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Head to the U.S. Capitol for a tour. Hopefully you made prior arrangements with your Congressmen or you 

will have a long, long wait ahead of you. You need to “Plan Your Visit” to the Capitol. Remember, history 

is really all about food. How much does it cost to get a roast beef, with Havarti & grilled sweet onions? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. Now it is time to continue over to the largest museum in the world, the Smithsonian. Explore the “Exhibits” 

at the American History Museum. Under “You Must Remember This”, what artifact from the Harry Potter 

movies will you find here? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Next, research the tragedies of  “Genocide” at the Holocaust Museum. What three regions are given 

“Warning” status as place that at risk? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17. Go next door to the Bureau of Engraving & Printing. You have a few damaged bills back home and want to 

know how to replace them. How long does it take them to process your “standard claim”? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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18. Now let’s take the bridge over to the majestic Jefferson Memorial. Researching the “History & Culture” 

can you find out who the 4 other people are who are seated with Jefferson on the engraving at the top of the 

Memorial?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

19. What other 2 Virginians are mentioned on “History & Culture” page as sharing Jefferson’s desire for 

independence? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

20. You now head north around the Tidal Basin through the Japanese cherry blossoms until you reach the 

Lincoln Memorial. What famous document is the first feature on the “Multimedia Presentations” under 

“Photos & Media”? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

21. The Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool recently underwent a renovation. What is the new source of water? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. On your way around the Reflecting Pool you first encounter the Korean War Memorial. During what hours 

do park rangers offer interpretive programs?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

23. At the northeast end of the Reflecting Pool you will find the World War II Memorial. Almost every inch of 

this memorial is symbolic Research the “History & Culture” in order to find what hidden graffiti message 

will you find engraved on its walls? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

24. Next is the Washington Monument. By “Planning Your Visit”, approximately how long will it take for the 

elevator ride to the 500 foot observation level? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

25. As you head back toward the Lincoln Memorial, you will pass the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The Wall 

is  reminder of all of those lost in the Vietnam War. Research “Today’s Wall Casualties”. Pick a person 

listed on the page who has a same first or last initial as you do and summarize their information. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

26. While you are looking at The Wall you turn around to see a statue of three soldiers staring at the same Wall 

as if they are looking for the name of their friends or themselves upon The Wall. Identify the nationalities 

represented by the Three Soldiers. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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27. Next, we take the Metro across the Potomac River to Arlington National Cemetery, one of America’s most 

hallowed grounds. Be sure to check out “Exploring the Cemetery” and its grounds to find out how many 

funerals are held here per day on average. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

28. Go to “History” and look up the “History of Arlington National Cemetery”. What two famous American 

generals have claimed ownership of the Arlington House? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

29. Find some information on the “Changing of the Guard” at the Tomb of the Unknowns under “Events”. 

What orders are passed on from one guard to the next? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

30. While still at Arlington Cemetery, use the “Visitor Information” to go “Exploring the Cemetery”. Find the 

memorial for President John F. Kennedy” here. Describe how the research for planning JFK’s funeral was 

completed at the Library of Congress. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

31. Before leaving the Cemetery, let’s take a hike over the hill to the north. There you will find the U.S. Marine 

Corps Memorial, commonly called the Iwo Jima Memorial. Research the “History & Culture” to find the 

names of the men listed by furthest from the flag to the nearest. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

32. A quick Metro hop to the South takes you to DC’s big transportation hub, the Pentagon. Often described as 

a city by itself, just how many clocks, water fountains, restrooms, cups of coffee, pints of milk and soft 

drinks are in use here daily? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

33. A short drive further to the south brings you to Mount Vernon, home of George Washington. You tour the 

house, grounds & museum, visit the working round barn or even take the “National Treasure 2” tour. This 

site is completely privately funded & doesn’t cost the taxpayers a cent. Who does pay for Mount Vernon? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

34. Well, your trip is just about done. Looking through your camera you find several photos of statues you took 

along the way. The first is of Albert Einstein. What 3 equations are on the paper Einstein holds? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

35. One of DC’s newest monuments is that of Martin Luther King, JR. Using “Photos & Multimedia”, what 

quote is found on the North Wall, Panel N? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


