Lord of the Flies
Plot

Written by William Golding this novel traces the events surrounding of group of K-8th grade boys from an upper-class preparatory school and the mental, physical and spiritual changes these boys experience.

Your Objective

Your essay questions on the final test will ask you to describe these changes in great detail: How do they begin, what prompts them, why do some change and not others, etc. Most of our discussion and questions will be open-ended without a definite right or wrong. You will have to be able to defend your opinions.

For each of the following themes and characters, be sure to take you own notes. Jot down any key events, subtle changes, descriptions, quotes, etc. 

Basic Themes

Losing One's Civilization

Human Cruelty

The Nature of Evil

Conformity & Obedience

Peer Pressure

Leadership

Main Characters

Ralph

Jack

Piggy

Simon

Roger

The Beast

Chapter 1 & 2

Who was the author and what was his background? When was the book written?

Who are the boys? Where are they from? Where are they? Why are they there?

Be able to describe the main characters. Are they any groups already formed? What roles are assigned?

Which boy faints?

Who is chosen as leader? What is the sign of leadership?

What is the "scar"? Who first mentions the beast? Who suggests a fire? Why? 

What happens when they first start the fire? How do they start the fire?

Who or what do you think the characters and objects such as the conch and fire, and the scar are meant to symbolize?

Chapter 3 & 4

Can you find a hint of prejudice by the author?

Note the way the characters are described. What is unusual? How are their assigned tasks going? 

Who is actually helping the Littluns?

What is the first sign of evilness?

"The mask compelled them." What's this mean?

Why aren't they rescued by the ship?

Describe the return of Jack and his boys. Describe the celebration of the hunt.

"I got you meat." Describe the importance of this statement.

What happens to Piggy glasses?

Chapter 5 & 6

What are some of Ralph's concerns at the meeting? How much time is passing?

What does Ralph say is the most important thing? 

"Too many things."      "But you've talked and talked."

According to Piggy what is the only thing of which to be frightened?

Who has been going off into the woods at night?

How does Percival introduce himself? What bit of new information does he have about the Beast? Why does this scare the boys?

What is Simon's theory about the Beast? 

"What's the dirtiest thing there is?" Who asks this and what was he meaning?

"The rules are the only thing we've got."

"If you give up, what 'ud happen to me?" Who says it?

"It would be different with grownups." What do you think?

Who or what lands on the island? Who first sees "it"? How do they react and how do they describe it?

What's wrong with who Jack chooses to watch the Littluns?

Describe  the confrontation between Jack and Ralph.       "We know who ought to say things."

Which boy can't believe there is a Beast?

How do the boys describe the place along the cliff that they find?

Chapter 7, 8 & 9

"You'll get back alright."

How does the play during the hunt turn rough? What does Jack & Roger say would make this a better game?

Who volunteers to go though the woods alone?

What very mature, tough questions does Ralph ask? 

Who goes up the mountain? How do they react to the Beast?

Who calls the next meeting? How did Ralph supposedly insult the hunters?

"He's not a hunter. He'd never have got us meat."

Why does Jack leave?

"What else is there to do?' Who says it and what is he talking about?

Which boys start to go to join Jack?

Describe the killing of the sow.

What is the significance of "the stick sharpened at both ends"?

What key ting does Jack keep forgetting he doesn't have?

How will he get it?

Why wasn't Jack ashamed when his group attacked?

What did Piggy think Jack's group had come after?

Describe Simon's encounter with "The Lord of the Flies".

What does Simon take it upon himself to go do?

Describe what happens when Simon returns with his news.

Chapter 10, 11 & 12

Who is left with Ralph? 

Do they realize what happened the night before?

Who do they blame for it?

How does Jack have Wilfred punished? 

How does Jack respond when his followers tell him they thought they had killed the Beast?

Why does he do this?

What has Jack forgotten again?

What has Ralph forgotten?

What does Jack's group take this time?

What decision does Ralph make about how they will confront Jack?

"He'll be painted."

Describe what happens when they confrontation occurs.

Who is captured by Jack's group?

Who says they know a better way to torture and what do think he means?

What do they mean when they warn Ralph about "a stick sharpened at both ends"?

What signals the rescue boat? 

What does the sailor assume when he sees how they're dressed?

What is the significance of the sailor looking at his destroyer?
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